
 
 
ExAC and NCARB ARE 
 
The following chart provides points of comparison between the Examination for Architects in Canada (ExAC) and the U.S.-based 
National Council of Architectural Registration Boards’ Architect Registration Examination (NCARB ARE). It is meant to provide a 
basic overview, not an evaluation, of the two examination paths available to intern architects in British Columbia. Note: there are no 
equivalencies between the two exam systems. Intern architects must complete either all seven ARE divisions, or all four ExAC 
sections. Partial credit will not be given for an incomplete set of examinations. 
 

 ExAC  www.exac.ca NCARB ARE   www.ncarb.org/ARE/ARE-Overview.aspx 

Eligibility Must have minimum 2800 hours approved by AIBC 
Experience Review Committee 

No minimum experience hours; can write exam 
sections upon registering as an Intern Architect 

Examination 
Dates 

Once a year; registration period from June 1 – July 
15; exam in early November 

Throughout the year; may be scheduled at any time; 
subject to test centre availability 

Result 
Reporting 

Intern receives written exam results in February of 
the following year 

Intern receives written score report within 
approximately three weeks of writing exam 

Sitting 
Location 

Locations in each province; intern can choose out-
of-province exam location; B.C. location will be in 
downtown Vancouver (Victoria and Kelowna will be 
considered if sufficient interest and resources); 
intern can write at any location offered 

Locations across Canada and US; intern can 
choose any available exam location; B.C. location 
currently in Burnaby 

Subdivision Four sections, each to be taken over two 
consecutive days in morning and afternoon 
sessions 

Seven divisions that can be written in any order 
 

Length Each section is three hours for a total of 12 hours Divisions range from four to six hours for a total of 
35.5 hours 

Schedule Intern must write all four sections the first time; if an 
individual section is failed, intern can re-write that 
section individually the next year 

Intern can write and re-write if necessary after a 
period of six months; individual divisions at own 
schedule 

Expiry Intern is granted four tries to complete all four 
sections; if unsuccessful, intern must then re-write 
all four sections 

There is a “rolling clock” of five years for successful 
completion of all divisions; after five years, the 
division must be re-written 

Type of Exam Pencil and paper; multiple choice and short answer Computer-administered: multiple choice, check all 
that apply, fill in the blank, graphic vignettes  

Fee Each section is ± $215 CDN (estimated for 2014) 
for a total of $860 CDN.  Fees change each year. 

Each division is $210 USD for a total of $1470 USD 

Financing of 
Exam System 

Financing of exams is covered partially by exam 
fees, partially by annual ExAC levy charged to each 
jurisdiction, based upon the number of architects 
and interns registered in each jurisdiction at a unit 
rate 

Financing of exams is paid entirely through exam 
fees  

Administration  The jurisdiction is responsible for processing exam 
registration, reporting the results, and handling all 
inquiries 

Exams are scheduled through NCARB and reported 
through NCARB; interns may contact their 
jurisdiction for assistance 

Pass Rates Pass rate for all exams varies from year to year, but 
is usually about 80% of examinees from 10 
provincial or territorial jurisdictions 

In 2013, the pass rate for all exams was 74%, of 
205 exams written by B.C. interns 

Languages English and French English only as of June 2008; Canadian content 
(references to Canadian documents, standards, 
terms, and metric units of measurement) are no 
longer offered. 

Reciprocity 
and Inter-
Recognition 
Eligibility 

Interns who successfully complete the exam are 
eligible to apply for initial registration in all 11 
Canadian jurisdictions. Once registered as an 
architect in B.C., will be eligible to apply to the 
States that are signatory to the NCARB-CALA 
Mutual Recognition Agreement (as of January 1 
2014). 

Interns who successfully complete the exam are 
eligible to apply for initial registration in all 11 
Canadian jurisdictions. Once registered as an 
architect in B.C., will be eligible to apply to the 
States that are signatory to the NCARB-CALA 
Mutual Recognition Agreement (as of January 1 
2014). 

 
 

http://www.exac.ca/
http://www.ncarb.org/ARE/ARE-Overview.aspx

